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Whistling Vivaldi Book Group 
Social psychologist Claude M. Steele contributes to the 
conversation about social phenomena such as racial 
and gender gaps in test scores and discusses possible 
strategies that might improve learning in different  
classrooms. This group will meet three times based on 
majority availability. 
Register online before Sunday, January 28.

TILE Kickoff 
Join TILE instructors for an informal discussion, 
brainstorming, and networking opportunity to kick off 
the semester teaching in TILE. TAs are welcome to join.

Monday, January 8 | 1:00pm – 1:50pm
Main Library 1140 TILE

4CAST’18 Learning Architects:  
Design Thinking in the Classroom 
4CAST’18 provides an opportunity for UI faculty to 
envision themselves as learning architects with the 
notion that teaching is itself a design challenge. 
Instructors are encouraged to think creatively,  
entertain new possibilities, break habits of mind,  
and celebrate failure.  

4CAST is a partnership with UI Libraries.

Thursday, January 11 | 8:30am – 3:00pm
University Capitol Centre 2520D

TA Teaching Institute 
Who are your students? We will discuss 
characteristics of the UI undergraduate  
population, practical methods to better  
understand UI students, and steps to  
effectively utilize student information  
to inform your teaching practices.

Wayne Jacobson, Director of Assessment,   
Office of the Provost, will give the keynote.

Friday, January 19 | 9:00am – 12:00pm
Main Library Shambaugh Auditorium

Challenging Conversations  
in the Classroom 
A discussion of practical strategies for  
TAs to facilitate robust, inclusive, and  
civil discourse in the classroom.

Co-facilitated by Christina Bohannan,  
Professor, College of Law

Thursday, January 25 | 3:30pm - 5:30pm
Main Library 1022 TILE

Using Primary Research  
in Your Teaching 
Come explore strategies for creating a stronger  
link between primary research and your course 
content to facilitate deeper student learning.

Led by Eric Emmons, Graduate Teaching Fellow, 
Neurosciences Program

Tuesday, February 6 | 9:30am - 11:00am
Main Library 2012 SEAM

The Center for Teaching promotes the enhancement 
of instruction at The University of Iowa through 
workshops, class visits, one-on-one consultation, 
group discussion, and intensive teaching and 
learning institutes. Please let us know if you have  
a question and we will discuss solutions. 

Information about additional faculty development 
programs is on the Faculty Development Calendar  
at provost.uiowa.edu/faculty-development  

Spring 2018

Registration is required due to 
limited seating. Register here:
teach.its.uiowa.edu/events

Improv Techniques to Improve  
Your Teaching Skills 
Participants will try out and discuss  
practical improv games and techniques.  
No experience required.

Co-facilitated by Kristy Hartsgrove Mooers, 
Assistant Professor, Theatre Arts

Tuesday, February 13 | 1:00pm - 2:30pm
University Capitol Centre  
International Programs 1117

Re-Energizing Your Classroom  
Using Active Learning 
Looking to re-energize your class during the 
doldrums of the semester? This workshop 
offers concrete active learning strategies  
for engaging and focusing your students.

Led by Braden Krien, Graduate Teaching 
Fellow, English Department

Thursday, March 1 | 11:00am -12:30pm
Center for Teaching Conference Room
University Capitol Centre 2070E

TA Teaching Philosophy Workgroup 
Drop by at your convenience for guidance on 
revising your teaching philosophy. Participants 
should bring materials to discuss and develop.

Wednesday, March 21 | 11:00am - 2:00pm
Center for Teaching Conference Room
University Capitol Centre 2070E

Coding Your Course 
Learn how to use simple HTML code to get more  
from ICON, including improving your home page.  
This is a two-part series. 

Friday, April 6 and Friday, April 13 | 12:00pm – 1:30pm
University Capitol Centre 2523 Training Room

Faculty Perspectives on the Culture for 
Teaching and Classroom Innovation at UI
Evidence-based classroom practices can improve 
learning in large classes and have become central to 
STEM teaching and learning. This event will describe 
the results of a three-year NSF-funded project that 
observed classroom practices, examined department 
climate for teaching, and identified possible obstacles 
to teaching innovation. 

This session is intended for college administrators, 
departmental leaders, and faculty members interested 
in supporting evidence-based teaching in any discipline. 

Friday April 27 | 11:00am - 1:00pm 
Includes a working lunch 
Jones Commons N300 Lindquist Center

TILE Essentials 
TILE Essentials is a two-part intensive  
workshop that focuses on the active-learning 
pedagogies implemented by instructors who  
teach in TILE (as well as other classrooms).  
Upon completion of both days of TILE Essentials, 
instructors will be enabled to request a TILE  
room from the Registrar’s Office.

Friday, March 2 and Friday, March 9
12:00pm – 2:30pm | Main Library 1022 TILE

Promoting Critical Thinking  
Through a Culture of Inquiry 
David Johnsen, Dean of the College of Dentistry,  
will encourage instructors to create a culture of 
inquiry by analyzing, modeling, and articulating  
their own critical thinking processes. Discussion  
and brief activities will provide opportunities  
for participants to begin identifying learning 
bottlenecks and threshold concepts that can  
be barriers to student learning.

Wednesday, March 7 | 12:00pm – 1:00pm
University Capitol Centre 2520D

If You Build It, They Will Break It: 
Undergraduate Students’ Novel  
Use of Study Technologies
Regardless of an instructor’s intended 
purpose, students adopt and reconfigure 
instructional technologies to suit their own 
learning needs. While early in the semester 
students may produce and adopt tools they 
consider useful, as the course progresses, 
they also may overlook resources that  
could prove more useful.

Attendees will rethink how they (re)introduce 
course resources and study strategies 
to promote a better alignment between 
instructors’ intentions and students’ behaviors.

Guest speaker: Michael Brown, Assistant 
Professor, Education, Iowa State University

Thursday, March 22 | 12:00pm – 1:30pm
University Capitol Centre  
International Programs 1117 

Students in Distress:  
Helping Students to the Best Outcome
Join administrators and policy-makers  
to discuss best practices and policies for  
responding to students in distress.  

Panelists include Mirra Anson, Director, Retention  
and Early Intervention; Barry Schreier, Director,  
UI Counseling Service; and Kathryn Hall, Senior 
Director of CLAS Curriculum & Academic Policy.

Tuesday, February 6 | 12:00pm – 1:30pm
University Capitol Centre  
International Programs 1117

Creating a Teaching Philosophy  
and Portfolio 
A well-planned teaching philosophy showcases 
creative and effective teaching. This workshop  
will discuss the process for designing an effective  
teaching philosophy as well as other elements  
of the teaching portfolio.

Tuesday, February 27  | 11:30am – 1:00pm
University Capitol Centre 2520D
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