
                           Ideas for Using the Catchbox in a Large Lecture Class  
 

 
▪ Whole Class Brainstorming 

 
At the beginning of the lecture, hook students’ interest in a topic by posing a question related 
to the course/lesson.  
 
Throw the Catchbox around the room for a few minutes to crowdsource ideas.  

 

▪ Breaking up the Pace of the Lecture 
 

Break up your lecture with short Q&A sessions to refocus students’ attention.  
 
Prepare a set of questions related to the content of your lecture (i.e. comprehensive questions, 
application questions, relevance questions that relate to students’ personal, professional, 
and/or academic lives).  
 

Example: Lecture for 15-20 minutes and follow-up with two or three questions that 
students answer using the Catchbox. 

 

▪ Think-Pair-Share 
 

The Catchbox can facilitate the “share” part of this activity.  
 
After students think about a problem/question individually, in pairs, or as small groups, use 
the Catchbox to allow a couple of pairs/groups share their ideas with the rest of the class.  
 
The Catchbox can go back and forth between you and selected pairs/groups of students or 
you can instruct students to throw the microphone towards another pair/group after they have 
answered the question. 
 
 
 

THINGS TO KEEP IN MIND 
 

▪ Before using the Catchbox, remind students to close their laptops and remove drinks from 
their desks.  
  

▪ Be mindful of engaging students sitting in different parts of the room (including at the back). 
If it’s the students throwing the Catchbox around the room, prompt them to throw the 
microphone in different directions. 
 
 



▪ Your Teaching Assistants can help you pass the Catchbox around the room. In this case, you 
might have to discuss classroom activities with them in greater detail and explain how you 
expect your TAs to assist you during class time. 

 

▪ As you know, some students may be uncomfortable with throwing or catching the Catchbox, 
let them know they can pass it or make shorter, more manageable tosses between people or 
groups. 

 
 
 
 

*  *  * 

Do you have questions about how to use the Catchbox in your class? 
 

 
For assistance integrating the Catchbox into your classroom, contact SITA (Student 

Instructional Technology Assistants) at sita@uiowa.edu or 319-384-2726 
 

For additional ideas on how to make your large lecture class more interactive,  
request a consultation with the Center for Teaching staff  

at teaching@uiowa.edu or at 319-335-6048 
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