
Learning Spaces 

Learning takes place everywhere.  Students learn in classrooms, in dorm rooms, on the sidewalk, 
on the bus and even in the cafeteria.  Educators who promote higher-level thinking and 
knowledge need to create environments suitable for such learning to take place.  The physical 
learning space must not be ignored when considering how to achieve these goals. 

Common Assumptions About Learning & Space 
 Learning only happens in classrooms
 Learning only takes place at fixed times
 Learning is an individual activity
 What happens in the classrooms is pretty much the same from class to class and from day

to day
 A classroom always has a front
 Learning demands privacy and the removal of distractions
 Flexibility can be enhanced by filling rooms with as many chairs as will fit
 Higher education students are juvenile:
 They will destroy or steal expensive furnishings
 They need to be confined to tablet arm chairs to feel like students
 They are small, young, nimble, and without disabilities
 Amplification is necessary in large rooms only to make the instructor or technology

audible

What Do Today’s Students Want in a Learning Space? 
 Small group work spaces
 Access to tutors, experts, and faculty in the learning space
 Table space for a variety of tools
 Integrated lab facilities
 IT highly integrated into all aspects of learning spaces
 Availability of labs, equipment, and access to primary resources
 Accessible facilities
 Shared screens (either projector or LCD); availability of printing
 Workgroup facilitation

Often times, instructors possibilities are constrained by the classroom they are assigned.  Aging 
facilities and a growing number of classes competing for limited spaces add to the problem.  
However, a teacher’s willingness to mindfully consider how the learning environment may effect 
the goals for each class and take steps to match the two can have a significant impact on 
learning. 

For more information see: Oblinger, Diana G, ed.  Learning Spaces. Educause, 2006 




