
Currently Debated Issues with Electronic Portfolios 

1. Security and Access: What information should remain confidential? What happens when the
private becomes public? What happens to intellectual property rights?

2. Genre: What elements differentiate an electronic portfolio from a Web page, a multimedia
presentation, or a digital scrapbook?

3. Superficiality: The move to “high stakes performance” portfolios may undermine the
transformative nature of reflective portfolios:

“The more honest the reflections, especially about weaknesses (or, as I prefer to 
call them, opportunities for growth), the greater the fear that these reflections can 
be used negatively. In my own latest review, comments were taken out of context 
by one reviewer and used in a critical way. This is part of my concern about 
reflections in portfolios having no business on the public Internet, and one of the 
reasons that I don’t see many truly reflective portfolios on-line”  
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Advantage Over a Paper Portfolio Disadvantages 

High level of nonlinearity, including 
animations, simulations, and video clips 

Too much information, too many 
pathways to make sense out of the whole 

Direct and unmediated “transparency,” 
through contact with evidence, e.g., class 
enrollment statistics, links to a department 
with student comments 

Reviewers might not have access to the 
technology needed to view a clip of the 
classroom, or other technology 

Interactivity Incompatibility between platforms or 
machines 

Portability Form without substance through frames, 
blinking lights, streaming, clicking on 
clouds. 

Electronic methods of teaching can be 
fully modeled 

Information can possibly be taken out of 
context 

More types of information can be included 
and displayed 

Loss of privacy 

Appendices can be stored on disks, and are 
not lost in transport between reviewers 

Electronic portfolios can lack deep 
reflection or honesty 




